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Isaiah 5

(1) Let me sing for my beloved A song of
my lover about his vineyard. My
beloved had a vineyard On a fruitful
hill.

(2) He broke the ground, cleared it of
stones, And planted it with choice vines.
He built a watchtower inside it, He even
hewed a wine press in it; For he hoped it
would yield grapes. Instead, it yielded
wild grapes.

(3) “Now, then, Dwellers of Jerusalem
And citizenry of Judah, You be the
judges Between Me and My vineyard:
(4) What more could have been done
for My vineyard That I failed to do in it?
Why, when I hoped it would yield
grapes, Did it yield wild grapes?

(5) “Now I am going to tell you What I
will do to My vineyard: I will remove its
hedge, That it may be ravaged; I will
break down its wall, That it may be
trampled.

(6) And I will make it a desolation; It
shall not be pruned or hoed, And it shall
be overgrown with briers and thistles.
And I will command the clouds To drop
no rain on it.”

(7) For the vineyard of GOD of Hosts Is
the House of Israel, And the seedlings
he lovingly tended Is the citizenry of
Judah. And [God] hoped for justice, But
behold, injustice; For equity, But
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behold, iniquity!

(8) Ah, Those who add house to house
And join field to field, Till there is room
for none but you To dwell in the land!
(9) In my hearing [said] GOD of Hosts:
Surely, great houses Shall lie forlorn,
Spacious and splendid ones Without
occupants.

(10) For ten acres of vineyard Shall yield
just one bath, And a field sown with a
homer of seed Shall yield a mere ephah.
(11) Ah, Those who chase liquor From
early in the morning, And till late in the
evening Are inflamed by wine!

(12) Who, at their banquets, Have lyre
and lute, Timbrel, flute, and wine; But
who never give a thought To the divine
plan, And take no note Of GOD’s design.
(13) Assuredly, My people will suffer
exile For not giving heed, Its multitude
victims of hunger And its masses
parched with thirst.

(14) Assuredly, Sheol has opened wide
its gullet And parted its jaws in a
measureless gape; And down into it
shall go, That splendor and tumult,
That din and revelry.

(15) Yea, human is bowed, And mortal
brought low; Brought low is the pride of
the haughty.

(16) And GOD of Hosts is exalted by
judgment, The Holy God proved holy by
retribution.

(17) Then lambs shall graze As in their
meadows, And strangers shall feed On
the ruins of the stout.
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(18) Ah, Those who haul sin with cords
of falsehood And iniquity as with cart
ropes!

(19) Who say, “Let [God] speed, let
God’s purpose be hastened, If we are to
give thought; Let the plans of the Holy
One of Israel Be quickly fulfilled, If we
are to give heed.”

(20) Ah, Those who call evil good And
good evil; Who present darkness as
light And light as darkness; Who
present bitter as sweet And sweet as
bitter!

(21) Ah, Those who are so wise— In
their own opinion; So clever— In their
own judgment!

(22) Ah, Those who are so doughty— As
drinkers of wine, And so valiant— As
mixers of drink!

(23) Who vindicate the one who is in
the wrong In return for a bribe, And
withhold vindication From those who
are in the right.

(24) Assuredly, As straw is consumed by
a tongue of fire And hay shrivels as it
burns, Their stock shall become like rot,
And their buds shall blow away like
dust. For they have rejected the
instruction of GOD of Hosts, Spurned
the word of the Holy One of Israel.

(25) Thatis why GOD ’s anger was
roused Against this covenanted people,
Why God’s arm was stretched out
against it And struck it, So that the
mountains quaked, And its corpses lay
Like refuse in the streets. Yet God’s
anger has not turned back, And a divine
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arm is outstretched still.

(26) [God] will raise an ensign to a
nation afar, Whistle to one at the end of
the earth. There it comes with lightning
speed!

(27) In its ranks, none is weary or
stumbles, They never sleep or slumber;
The belts on their waists do not come
loose, Nor do the thongs of their
sandals break.

(28) Their arrows are sharpened, And
all their bows are drawn. Their horses’
hoofs are like flint, Their chariot wheels
like the whirlwind.

(29) Their roaring is like a lion’s, They
roar like the great beasts; When they
growl and seize a prey, They carry it off
and none can recover it.

(30) Butin that day, a roaring shall
resound over My people like that of the
sea; and then they shall look below and,
behold, Distressing darkness, with
light; Darkness, in its lowering clouds.

Isaiah 6

(1) In the year that King Uzziah died, I
beheld my Sovereign seated on a high
and lofty throne; and the skirts of God’s
robe filled the temple.

(2) Seraphs stood in attendance, each
with six wings—two covering the face,
two covering the body, and two to fly
with.
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(3) And one would call to the other,
“Holy, holy, holy! GOD of Hosts—
Whose presence fills all the earth!”

(4) The doorposts would shake at the
sound of the one who called, and the
House kept filling with smoke.

(5) I cried, “Woe is me; I am lost! For I
am a man of impure lips And I live
among a people Of impure lips; Yet my
own eyes have beheld The Sovereign
GOD of Hosts.”

(6) Then one of the seraphs—who had
taken a live coal from the altar with a
pair of tongs—flew over to me,

(7) touched it to my lips, and declared,
“Now that this has touched your lips,
Your guilt shall depart And your sin be
purged away.”

(8) Then I heard the voice of my
Sovereign saying, “Whom shall I send?
Who will go for us?” And I said, “Here
am I; send me.”

(9) And [God] said, “Go, say to that
people: ‘Hear, indeed, but do not
understand; See, indeed, but do not
grasp.’

(10) Dull that people’s mind, Stop its
ears, And seal its eyes— Lest, seeing
with its eyes And hearing with its ears,
It also grasp with its mind, And repent
and save itself.”

(11) I asked, “How long, my Sovereign?”
And [God] replied: “Till towns lie waste
without inhabitants And houses
without people, And the ground lies
waste and desolate—
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(12) For GOD will banish the
population— And deserted sites are
many In the midst of the land.

(13) “But while a tenth part yet remains
in it, it shall repent. It shall be ravaged
like the terebinth and the oak, of which
stumps are left even when they are
felled: its stump shall be a holy seed.”

Isaiah 11

(1) But a shoot shall grow out of the
stump of Jesse, A twig shall sprout from
his stock.

(2) The spirit of GOD shall alight upon
him: A spirit of wisdom and insight, A
spirit of counsel and valor, A spirit of
devotion and reverence for GOD.

(3) He shall sense the truth by his
reverence for GOD: He shall not judge
by what his eyes behold, Nor decide by
what his ears perceive.

(4) Thus he shall judge the poor with
equity And decide with justice for the
lowly of the land. He shall strike down a
land with the rod of his mouth And slay
the wicked with the breath of his lips.
(5) Justice shall be the girdle of his loins,
And faithfulness the girdle of his waist.
(6) The wolf shall dwell with the lamb,
The leopard lie down with the kid; The
calf, the beast of prey, and the fatling
together, With a little child to herd
them.

(7) The cow and the bear shall graze,
Their young shall lie down together;
And the lion, like the ox, shall eat straw.
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(8) A babe shall play Over a viper’s hole,
And an infant pass its hand Over an
adder’s den.

(9) In all of My sacred mount Nothing
evil or vile shall be done; For the land
shall be filled with devotion to GOD As
water covers the sea.

(10) In that day, The stock of Jesse that
has remained standing Shall become a
standard to peoples— Nations shall
seek his counsel And his abode shall be
honored.

(11) In that day, my Sovereign will apply
a divine hand again to redeeming the
other part of this people from
Assyria—as also from Egypt, Pathros,
Cush, Elam, Shinar, Hamath, and the
coastlands.

(12) [God] will hold up a signal to the
nations And assemble the banished of
Israel, And gather the dispersed of
Judah From the four corners of the
earth.

(13) Then Ephraim’s envy shall cease
And Judah’s harassment shall end;
Ephraim shall not envy Judah, And
Judah shall not harass Ephraim.

(14) They shall pounce on the back of
Philistia to the west, And together
plunder the peoples of the east; Edom
and Moab shall be subject to them And
the children of Ammon shall obey them.
(15) GOD will dry up the tongue of the
Egyptian sea—and will raise a hand
over the Euphrates with a mighty wind
and break it into seven wadis, so that it
can be trodden dry-shod.
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(16) Thus there shall be a highway for
the other part of this people out of
Assyria, such as there was for Israel
when it left the land of Egypt.

Isaiah 35

(1) The arid desert shall be glad, The
wilderness shall rejoice And shall
blossom like a rose.

(2) It shall blossom abundantly, It shall
also exult and shout. It shall receive the
glory of Lebanon, The splendor of
Carmel and Sharon. They shall behold
the glory of GOD, The splendor of our
God.

(3) Strengthen the hands that are slack;
Make firm the tottering knees!

(4) Say to the anxious of heart, “Be
strong, fear not; Behold your God!
Requital is coming, The recompense of
God— Who is indeed coming to give
you triumph.”

(5) Then the eyes of the blind shall be
opened, And the ears of the deaf shall be
unstopped.

(6) Then the lame shall leap like a deer,
And the tongue of the dumb shall shout
aloud; For waters shall burst forth in
the desert, Streams in the wilderness.
(7) Torrid earth shall become a pool;
Parched land, fountains of water; The
home of jackals, a pasture; The abode
[of ostriches], reeds and rushes.
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(8) And a highway shall appear there,
Which shall be called the Sacred Way.
No one impure shall pass along it, But it
shall be for them. No traveler, not even
fools, shall go astray.

(9) No lion shall be there, No ferocious
beast shall set foot on it— These shall
not be found there. But the redeemed
shall walk it;

(10) And GOD’s ransomed shall return,
And come with shouting to Zion,
Crowned with joy everlasting. They
shall attain joy and gladness, While
sorrow and sighing flee.

Isaiah 40

(1) Comfort, oh comfort My people, Says
your God.

(2) Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, And
declare to her That her term of service is
over, That her iniquity is expiated; For
she has received at GOD’s hand Double
for all her sins.

(3) A voice rings out: “Clear in the
desert A road for GOD! Level in the
wilderness A highway for our God!

(4) Let every valley be raised, Every hill
and mount made low. Let the rugged
ground become level And the ridges
become a plain.

(5) The Presence of GOD shall appear,
And all flesh, as one, shall behold— For
GOD has spoken.”
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(6) A voice rings out: “Proclaim!”
Another asks, “What shall I proclaim?”
“All flesh is grass, All its goodness like
flowers of the field:

(7) Grass withers, flowers fade When
GOD’s breath blows on them. Indeed,
people are but grass:

(8) Grass withers, flowers fade— But
the word of our God is always fulfilled!”
(9) Ascend a lofty mountain, O herald of
joy to Zion; Raise your voice with
power, O herald of joy to Jerusalem—
Raise it, have no fear; Announce to the
cities of Judah: Behold your God!

(10) Behold, my Sovereign GOD comes
in might— Whose arm wins triumph;
See, [God] has brought along the
reward, The recompense is in view.

(11) Like a shepherd who pastures the
flock, [God] gathers up the lambs And
carries them in the divine bosom, While
gently driving the mother sheep.

(12) Who measured the waters with a
hand’s hollow, And gauged the skies
with a span, And meted earth’s dust
with a measure, And weighed the
mountains with a scale And the hills
with a balance?

(13) Who has plumbed the mind of
GOD? Can anyone disclose God’s plan?

(14) Whom did [God] consult, and who
bestowed understanding, Providing
guidance in the way of right? Who
guided [God] in knowledge And made
known the path of wisdom?
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(15) The nations are but adropin a
bucket, Reckoned as dust on a balance;
The very coastlands are lifted like
motes.

(16) Lebanon is not fuel enough, Nor its
beasts enough for sacrifice.

(17) All nations are as naught in God’s
sight, Who accounts them as less than
nothing.

(18) To whom, then, can you liken God,
With what form can you make
comparison?

(19) The idol? A woodworker shaped it,
And a smith overlaid it with gold,
Forging links of silver.

(20) As a gift, someone chooses the
mulberry— A wood that does not rot—
Then seeks a skillful woodworker To
make a firm idol, That will not topple.

(21) Do you not know? Have you not
heard? Have you not been told From the
very first? Have you not discerned How
the earth was founded?

(22) Itis [God] who is enthroned above
the vault of the earth, So thatits
inhabitants seem as grasshoppers; Who
spread out the skies like gauze,
Stretched them out like a tent to dwell
in—

(23) Bringing potentates to naught,
Making rulers of the earth as nothing.

(24) Hardly are they planted, Hardly are
they sown, Hardly has their stem Taken
root in earth, When [God] blows upon
them and they dry up, And the storm
bears them off like straw.
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(25) To whom, then, can you liken Me,
To whom can I be compared? —says the
Holy One.

(26) Lift high your eyes and see: Who
created these? The One who sends out
their host by count, Who calls them
each by name: Given such great might
and vast power, Not a single one fails to
appear.

(27) Why do you say, O Jacob, Why
declare, O Israel, “My way is hid from
GOD, My cause is ignored by my God”?

(28) Do you not know? Have you not
heard? The ETERNAL is God from of old,
Creator of the earth from end to end,
Who never grows faint or weary, Whose
wisdom cannot be fathomed—

(29) Who gives strength to the weary,
Fresh vigor to the spent.

(30) Youths may grow faint and weary,
And young men stumble and fall;

(31) But they who trust in GOD shall
renew their strength As eagles grow
new plumes: They shall run and not
grow weary, They shall march and not
grow faint.

Isaiah 44

(1) But hear, now, O Jacob My servant,
Israel whom I have chosen!

(2) Thus said GOD, your Maker, Your
Creator who has helped you since birth:
Fear not, My servant Jacob, Jeshurun
whom I have chosen,
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(3) Even as I pour water on thirsty soil,
And rain upon dry ground, So will I
pour My spirit on your offspring, My
blessing upon your posterity.

(4) And they shall sprout like grass, Like
willows by watercourses.

(5) One shall say, “I am GOD’s,”
Another shall use the name of “Jacob,”
Another shall mark his arm “of GOD”
And adopt the name of “Israel.”

(6) Thus said GOD, the Sovereign of
Israel, Their Redeemer, GOD of Hosts: I
am the first and I am the last, And there
is no god but Me.

(7) Who like Me can announce, Can
foretell it—and match Me thereby?
Even as I told the future to an ancient
people, So let anyone foretell coming
events to them.

(8) Do not be frightened, do not be
shaken! Have I not from of old predicted
to you? I foretold, and you are My
witnesses. Is there any god, then, but
Me? “There is no other rock; I know
none!”

(9) The makers of idols All work to no
purpose; And the things they treasure
Can do no good, As they themselves can
testify. They neither look nor think, And
so they shall be shamed.

(10) Who would fashion a god Or cast a
statue That can do no good?

(11) Lo, all its adherents shall be
shamed; They are craftsmen, are merely
human. Let them all assemble and
stand up! They shall be cowed, and they
shall be shamed.
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(12) The craftsman in iron, with his
tools, Works it over charcoal And
fashions it by hammering, Working
with the strength of his arm. Should he
go hungry, his strength would ebb;
Should he drink no water, he would
grow faint.

(13) The craftsman in wood measures
with a line And marks out a shape with
a stylus; He forms it with scraping tools,
Marking it out with a compass. He gives
it the form of a person— Human
beauty, to dwell in a shrine.

(14) For his use he cuts down cedars; He
chooses plane trees and oaks. He sets
aside trees of the forest; Or plants firs,
and the rain makes them grow.

(15) All this serves a mortal for fuel: He
takes some to warm himself, And he
builds a fire and bakes bread. He also
makes a god of it and worships it,
Fashions an idol and bows down to it!
(16) Part of it he burns in a fire: On that
part he roasts meat, He eats the roast
and is sated; He also warms himself and
cries, “Ah, I am warm! I can feel the
heat!”

(17) Of the rest he makes a god—his
own carving! He bows down to it,
worships it; He prays to it and cries,
“Save me, for you are my god!”

(18) They have no wit or judgment:
Their eyes are besmeared, and they see
not; Their minds, and they cannot
think.

(19) They do not give thought, They lack
the wit and judgment to say: “Part of it I
burned in a fire; I also baked bread on
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the coals, I roasted meat and ate it—
Should I make the rest an abhorrence?
Should I bow to a block of wood?”

(20) He pursues ashes! A deluded mind
has led him astray, And he cannot save
himself; He never says to himself, “The
thing in my hand is a fraud!”

(21) Remember these things, O Jacob
For you, O Israel, are My servant: I
fashioned you, you are My servant— O
Israel, never forget Me.

(22) I wipe away your sins like a cloud,
Your transgressions like mist— Come
back to Me, for I redeem you.

(23) Shout, O heavens, for GOD has
acted; Shout aloud, O depths of the
earth! Shout for joy, O mountains, O
forests with all your trees! For GOD has
redeemed Jacob, Has gained glory
through Israel.

(24) Thus said GOD, your Redeemer,
Who formed you in the womb: Itis I,
GOD, who made everything, Who alone
stretched out the heavens And unaided
spread out the earth;

(25) Who annul the omens of diviners,
And make fools of the augurs; Who turn
sages back And make nonsense of their
knowledge;

(26) But confirm the word of My
servant And fulfill the prediction of My
messengers. It is  who say of Jerusalem,
“It shall be inhabited,” And of the towns
of Judah, “They shall be rebuilt; And I
will restore their ruined places.”

(27) [1,] who said to the deep, “Be dry; I
will dry up your floods,”
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(28) Am the same who says of Cyrus,
“He is My shepherd; He shall fulfill all
My purposes! He shall say of Jerusalem,
‘She shall be rebuilt,’ And to the temple:
‘You shall be founded again.””

Amos1

(1) The words of Amos, a sheep breeder
from Tekoa, who prophesied
concerning Israel in the reigns of Kings
Uzziah of Judah and Jeroboam son of
Joash of Israel, two years before the
earthquake.

(2) He proclaimed: GOD roars from
Zion, Shouts aloud from Jerusalem; And
the pastures of the shepherds shall
languish, And the summit of Carmel
shall wither.

(3) Thus said GOD: For three
transgressions of Damascus, For four, I
will not revoke the decree: Because they
threshed Gilead With threshing boards
of iron.

(4) 1 will send down fire upon the
palace of Hazael, And it shall devour the
fortresses of Ben-hadad.

(5) I will break the gate bars of
Damascus, And wipe out the
inhabitants from the Vale of Aven And
the sceptered ruler of Beth-eden; And
the people of Aram shall be exiled to Kir
—said GOD.

(6) Thus said GOD: For three
transgressions of Gaza, For four, I will
not revoke the decree: Because they
exiled an entire population, Which they
delivered to Edom.
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(7) I will send down fire upon the wall
of Gaza, And it shall devour its
fortresses;

(8) And I will wipe out the inhabitants
of Ashdod And the sceptered ruler of
Ashkelon; And I will turn My hand
against Ekron, And the Philistines shall
perish with no remnant —said the
Sovereign GOD.

(9) Thus said GOD: For three
transgressions of Tyre, For four, I will
not revoke the decree: Because they
handed over An entire population to
Edom, Ignoring the covenant of
brotherhood.

(10) I will send down fire upon the wall
of Tyre, And it shall devour its
fortresses.

(11) Thus said GOD: For three
transgressions of Edom, For four, I will
not revoke the decree: Because he
pursued his brother with the sword And
repressed all pity, Because his anger
raged unceasing And his fury stormed
unchecked.

(12) I will send down fire upon Teman,
And it shall devour the fortresses of
Bozrah.

(13) Thus said GOD: For three
transgressions of the Ammonites, For
four, I will not revoke the decree:
Because they ripped open the pregnant
women of Gilead In order to enlarge
their own territory.

(14) 1 will set fire to the wall of Rabbah,
And it shall devour its fortresses, Amid
shouting on a day of battle, On a day of
violent tempest.
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(15) Their king and his officers shall go
Into exile together —said GOD.

Amos 2

(1) Thus said GOD: For three
transgressions of Moab, For four, I will
not revoke the decree: Because he
burned the bones Of the king of Edom
to lime.

(2) I will send down fire upon Moab,
And it shall devour the fortresses of
Kerioth. And Moab shall die in tumult,
Amid shouting and the blare of horns;
(3) I will wipe out the ruler from within
her And slay all her officials along with
him —said GOD.

(4) Thus said GOD: For three
transgressions of Judah, For four, I will
not revoke the decree: Because they
have spurned the Teaching of GOD And
have not observed divine laws; They are
beguiled by the delusions After which
their ancestors walked.

(5) I will send down fire upon Judah,
And it shall devour the fortresses of
Jerusalem.

(6) Thus said GOD: For three
transgressions of Israel, For four, I will
not revoke the decree: Because they
have sold for silver Those whose cause
was just, And the needy for a pair of
sandals.

(7) [Ah,] you who trample the heads of
the poor Into the dust of the ground,
And make the humble walk a twisted
course! Father and son go to the same
woman, And thereby profane My holy
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name.

(8) They recline by every altar On
garments taken in pledge, And drink in
the House of their God Wine bought
with fines they imposed.

(9) Yet I Destroyed the Amorite before
them, Whose stature was like the
cedar’s And who was stout as the oak,
Destroying his boughs above And his
trunk below!

(10) And I Brought you up from the land
of Egypt And led you through the
wilderness forty years, To possess the
land of the Amorite!

(11) And I raised up prophets from
among your sons And nazirites from
among your young men. Is that not so,
O people of Israel? —says GOD.

(12) But you made the nazirites drink
wine And ordered the prophets not to
prophesy.

(13) Ah, I will slow your movements As
a wagon is slowed When it is full of cut
grain.

(14) Flight shall fail the swift, The
strong shall find no strength, And the
warrior shall not save his life.

(15) The archer shall not hold his
ground, And the fleet-footed shall not
escape, Nor the horseman save his life.
(16) Even the most stouthearted warrior
Shall run away unarmed that day
—declares GOD.
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Amos 4

(1) Hear this word, you cows of Bashan
On the hill of Samaria— Who defraud
the poor, Who rob the needy; Who say
to your husbands, “Bring, and let’s
carouse!”

(2) My Sovereign GOD swears
irrevocably: Behold, days are coming
upon you When you will be carried off
in baskets, And, to the last one, in fish
baskets,

(3) And taken out [of the city]— Each
one through a breach straight ahead—
And flung on the refuse heap —declares
GOD.

(4) Come to Bethel and transgress; To
Gilgal, and transgress even more:
Present your sacrifices the next morning
And your tithes on the third day;

(5) And burn a thank offering of
leavened bread; And proclaim freewill
offerings loudly. For you love that sort
of thing, O Israelites —declares the
Sovereign GOD.

(6) I, on My part, have given you
Cleanness of teeth in all your towns,
And lack of food in all your settlements.
Yet you did not turn back to Me
—declares GOD.

(7) I therefore withheld the rain from
you Three months before harvesttime: I
would make it rain on one town And
not on another; One field would be
rained upon While another on which it
did not rain Would wither.
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(8) So two or three towns would
wander To a single town to drink water,
But their thirst would not be slaked. Yet
you did not turn back to Me —declares
GOD.

(9) I scourged you with blight and
mildew; Repeatedly your gardens and
vineyards, Your fig trees and olive trees
Were devoured by locusts. Yet you did
not turn back to Me —declares GOD.
(10) I sent against you pestilence In the
manner of Egypt; I slew your young
men with the sword, Together with
your captured horses, And I made the
stench of your armies Rise in your very
nostrils. Yet you did not turn back to Me
—declares GOD.

(11) I have wrought destruction among
you As when God destroyed Sodom and
Gomorrah; You have become like a
brand plucked from burning. Yet you
have not turned back to Me —declares
GOD.

(12) Assuredly, Because I am doing that
to you, Even so will I act toward you, O
Israel— Prepare to meet your God, O
Israel!

(13) Behold the One who formed the
mountains, And created the wind, And
whose wishes have been made known
to mortals, Who turns blackness into
daybreak, And treads upon the high
places of the earth, Whose name is
GOD—the God of Hosts.
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Amos 7

(1) This is what my Sovereign GOD
showed me: [A plague of] locusts was
created at the time when the late-sown
crops were beginning to sprout—the
late-sown crops after the king’s
reaping.

(2) When it had finished devouring the
herbage in the land, I said, “O my
Sovereign, ETERNAL One, pray forgive.
How will Jacob survive? He is so small.”
(3) GOD relented concerning this. “It
shall not come to pass,” said GOD.

(4) This is what my Sovereign GOD
showed me: Lo, my Sovereign GOD was
summoning to contend by fire that
consumed the Great Deep and was
consuming the fields.

(5) I said, “Oh, my Sovereign, ETERNAL
One, refrain! How will Jacob survive? He
is so small.”

(6) GOD relented concerning this. “That
shall not come to pass, either,” said my
Sovereign GOD.

(7) This is what I was shown: [God] was
standing on a wall checked with a
plumb line while holding a plumb line.
(8) And GOD asked me, “What do you
see, Amos?” “A plumb line,” I replied.
And my Sovereign declared, “I am going
to apply a plumb line to My people
Israel; I will pardon them no more.

(9) The shrines of Isaac shall be laid
waste, and the sanctuaries of Israel
reduced to ruins; and I will turn upon
the House of Jeroboam with the sword.”
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(10) Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent
this message to King Jeroboam of Israel:
“Amos is conspiring against you within
the House of Israel. The country cannot
endure the things he is saying.

(11) For Amos has said, ‘Jeroboam shall
die by the sword, and Israel shall be
exiled from its soil.”

(12) Amaziah also said to Amos, “Seer,
off with you to the land of Judah! Earn
your living there, and do your
prophesying there.

(13) But don’t ever prophesy again at
Bethel; for it is a king’s sanctuary and a
royal palace.”

(14) Amos answered Amaziah: “I am not
a prophet, and [ am not a prophet’s
disciple. I am a cattle breeder and a
tender of sycamore figs.

(15) But GOD took me away from
following the flock, and GOD said to
me, ‘Go, prophesy to My people Israel’
(16) And so, hear the word of GOD. You
say I must not prophesy about the
House of Israel or preach about the
House of Isaac;

(17) but this, I swear, is what GOD said:
Your wife shall play the whore in the
town, your sons and daughters shall fall
by the sword, and your land shall be
divided up with a measuring line. And
you yourself shall die on impure soil; for
Israel shall be exiled from its soil.”
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Amos 9

(1) 1 observed my Sovereign standing by
the altar and saying: Strike the capitals
so that the thresholds quake, and make
an end of the first of them all. And I will
slay the last of them with the sword; not
one of them shall escape, and not one of
them shall survive.

(2) If they burrow down to Sheol, From
there My hand shall take them; And if
they ascend to heaven, From there I will
bring them down.

(3) If they hide on the top of Carmel,
There I will search them out and seize
them; And if they conceal themselves
from My sight At the bottom of the sea,
There I will command The serpent to
bite them.

(4) And if they go into captivity Before
their enemies, There I will command
The sword to slay them. I will fix My eye
on them for evil And not for good.

(5) Itis the Sovereign GOD of Hosts—
At whose touch the earth trembles And
all who dwell on it mourn, And all of it
swells like the Nile And subsides like the
Nile of Egypt;

(6) Who built the chambers in heaven
And founded the vault on the earth,
Who summons the waters of the sea
And pours them over the land— Whose
name is GOD.

(7) To Me, O Israelites, you are Just like
the Cushites —declares GOD. True, I
brought Israel up From the land of
Egypt, But also the Philistines from
Caphtor And the Arameans from Kir.
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(8) Behold, my Sovereign GOD is
keeping an eye On the sinful kingdom: I
will wipe it off The face of the earth!
But, I will not wholly wipe out The
House of Jacob —declares GOD.

(9) For I will give the order And shake
the House of Israel— Through all the
nations— As one shakes [sand] in a
sieve, And not a pebble falls to the
ground.

(10) All the sinners of My people Shall
perish by the sword, Who boast, “Never
shall the evil Overtake us or come near
us.”

(11) In that day, I will set up again the
fallen booth of David: I will mend its
breaches and set up its ruins anew. I
will build it firm as in the days of old,
(12) So that they shall possess the rest of
Edom And all the nations once attached
to My name —declares GOD who will
bring this to pass.

(13) A time is coming —declares GOD—
When the plower shall meet the reaper,
And the treader of grapes The one who
holds the [bag of] seed; When the
mountains shall drip wine And all the
hills shall wave [with grain].

(14) I will restore My people Israel. They
shall rebuild ruined cities and inhabit
them; They shall plant vineyards and
drink their wine; They shall till gardens
and eat their fruits.

(15) And I will plant them upon their
soil, Nevermore to be uprooted From
the soil I have given them —said the
ETERNAL your God.
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Jonah1

(1) The word of GOD came to Jonah son
of Amittai:

(2) Go at once to Nineveh, that great
city, and proclaim judgment upon it; for
their wickedness has come before Me.
(3) Jonah, however, started out to flee to
Tarshish from GOD’s service. He went
down to Joppa and found a ship going
to Tarshish. He paid the fare and went
aboard to sail with the others to
Tarshish, away from GOD’s service.

(4) But GOD cast a mighty wind upon
the sea, and such a great tempest came
upon the sea that the ship was in
danger of breaking up.

(5) In their fright, the sailors cried out,
each to his own god; and they flung the
ship’s cargo overboard to make it
lighter for them. Jonah, meanwhile, had
gone down into the hold of the vessel
where he lay down and fell asleep.

(6) The captain went over to him and
cried out, “How can you be sleeping so
soundly! Up, call upon your god!
Perhaps the god will be kind to us and
we will not perish.”

(7) Those aboard said to one another,
“Let us cast lots and find out on whose
account this misfortune has come upon
us.” They cast lots and the lot fell on
Jonah.

(8) They said to him, “Tell us, you who
have brought this misfortune upon us,
what is your business? Where have you
come from? What is your country, and
of what people are you?”
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(9) “I am a Hebrew,” he replied. “I
worship the ETERNAL, the God of
Heaven, who made both sea and land.”
(10) The men were greatly terrified, and
they asked him, “What have you done?”
And when the men learned that he was
fleeing from GOD’s service—for so he
told them—

(11) they said to him, “What must we do
to you to make the sea calm around us?”
For the sea was growing more and more
stormy.

(12) He answered, “Heave me
overboard, and the sea will calm down
for you; for I know that this terrible
storm came upon you on my account.”
(13) Nevertheless, the men rowed hard
to regain the shore, but they could not,
for the sea was growing more and more
stormy about them.

(14) Then they cried out to GOD: “Oh,
please, ETERNAL One, do not let us
perish on account of this man’s life. Do
not hold us guilty of killing an innocent
person! For You, O ETERNAL One, by
Your will, have brought this about.”

(15) And they heaved Jonah overboard,
and the sea stopped raging.

(16) The men feared GOD greatly; they
offered a sacrifice to GOD and they
made vows.

Jonah 2

(1) GOD provided a huge fish to swallow
Jonah; and Jonah remained in the fish’s
belly three days and three nights.
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(2) Jonah prayed to the ETERNAL his
God from the belly of the fish.

(3) He said: In my trouble I called to
GOD, Who answered me; From the belly
of Sheol I cried out, And You heard my
voice.

(4) You cast me into the depths, Into the
heart of the sea, The floods engulfed
me; All Your breakers and billows Swept
over me.

(5) I thought I was driven away Out of
Your sight: Would I ever gaze again
Upon Your holy temple?

(6) The waters closed in over me, The
deep engulfed me. Weeds twined
around my head.

(7) I sank to the base of the mountains;
The bars of the earth closed upon me
forever. Yet You brought my life up from
the pit, My ETERNAL God!

(8) When my life was ebbing away, I
called GOD to mind; And my prayer
came before You, Into Your holy temple.
(9) They who cling to empty folly
Forsake their own welfare,

(10) But I, with loud thanksgiving, Will
sacrifice to You; What I have vowed I
will perform. Deliverance is GOD’s!

(11) GOD commanded the fish, and it
spewed Jonah out upon dry land.

Jonah 3

(1) The word of GOD came to Jonah a
second time:

(2) “Go at once to Nineveh, that great
city, and proclaim to it what I tell you.”
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(3) Jonah went at once to Nineveh in
accordance with GOD’s command.
Nineveh was an enormously large city a
three days’ walk across.

(4) Jonah started out and made his way
into the city the distance of one day’s
walk, and proclaimed: “Forty days
more, and Nineveh shall be
overthrown!”

(5) The people of Nineveh believed God.
They proclaimed a fast, and great and
small alike put on sackcloth.

(6) When the news reached the king of
Nineveh, he rose from his throne, took
off his robe, put on sackcloth, and sat in
ashes.

(7) And he had the word cried through
Nineveh: “By decree of the king and his
nobles: No human or animal—of flock
or herd—shall taste anything! They
shall not graze, and they shall not drink
water!

(8) They shall be covered with
sackcloth—human and animal—and
shall cry mightily to God. Let everyone
turn back from their own evil ways and
from the injustice of which they are
guilty.

(9) Who knows but that God may turn
and relent? [God] may turn back from
wrathfulness, so that we do not perish.”
(10) God saw what they did, how they
were turning back from their evil ways.
And God renounced the punishment
that had been planned for them, and
did not carry it out.
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Jonah 4

(1) This displeased Jonah greatly, and he
was grieved.

(2) He prayed to GOD, saying, “O
ETERNAL One! Isn’t this just what I said
when I was still in my own country?
That is why I fled beforehand to
Tarshish. For I know that You are a
compassionate and gracious God, slow
to anger, abounding in kindness,
renouncing punishment.

(3) Please, ETERNAL One, take my life,
for I would rather die than live.”

(4) GOD replied, “Are you that deeply
grieved?”

(5) Now Jonah had left the city and
found a place east of the city. He made a
booth there and sat under it in the
shade, until he should see what
happened to the city.

(6) The ETERNAL God provided a
ricinus plant, which grew up over
Jonah, to provide shade for his head and
save him from discomfort. Jonah was
very happy about the plant.

(7) But the next day at dawn God
provided a worm, which attacked the
plant so that it withered.

(8) And when the sun rose, God
provided a sultry east wind; the sun
beat down on Jonah’s head, and he
became faint. He begged for death,
saying, “I would rather die than live.”
(9) Then God said to Jonah, “Are you so
deeply grieved about the plant?” “Yes,”
he replied, “so deeply that I want to
die.”
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(10) Then GOD said: “You cared about
the plant, which you did not work for
and which you did not grow, which
appeared overnight and perished
overnight.

(11) And should not I care about
Nineveh, that great city, in which there
are more than a hundred and twenty
thousand persons who do not yet know
their right hand from their left, and
many animals as well!”
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